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XII.  A  1*  T  K  R 


TIHURK  w£s  a  flutter  indeed  in 
,  .tfie  little  town  of  Argjcs,  when  _ 
it  became  kqpxvn  that  lpr.  Andrew 
had  made' an  attempt-  upon  the 
life'  of  Lady  Dcvcrish.  Andrew  was  a.' 
youngish,  good-looking  fellow,  junior 
"partner  in  the  firm  of  llyfnc  and  Andrew, 
th'e  principal  dittoes  in  the  |llace.  Kvery  - 
body  liked  him.  lie  was  as  clever  as  he 
was  kind.  ,  lie  would  take  equal  pains 
to  pull  the  ninth. child  of  a  naf  vy  through 
a  croup  seizure' as  he -would  have  done 
had  it  been  heir  .to  an  earldom.  Some 
people  thought  this-.mistaken  kindness  on 
the  doctor's  part— the  navvy's  ninth. f 
could  well '  ha\1c'  been  spared,  especially, 
as  the  navvy  drank,  and  in  any  case  was. 
unable  to*  "provide  properly  for  eight. 
Sofne  even  wciit  so  far  as  to  assert  drat 
Andrcyy  was"  FIV  ink-  in  the -  face  of  I’ro-. 
vi  jence— to  ,  say  nothing  ol^thc  sate-. 

I  ravers — when  ,  hr  brought  this  .Super¬ 
fluous  ninth  triumphantly  through  its 
-  fifth  attack  of  croup.  ‘  Otherwise  he  was 
as  popular  as  a  man  may  be  ni  a  world 
■  in  'which  fl^ws  and-  scandal  len,d  u^_ 
stimulating  .quality  to '  tea.  end  Ivwd- 
jttd  butter,  that  is  denied  to  blameless- 
riess  and  good  repute.  ',  •  ■ 

"The  butler  says  he  .heard  raised  , 
voices,"  .-it  was  whimpered  over  dainty 
cups,  “.and  thten  Lady  DcVcrksh  shrieked 
for .  help,  .and  he  ran  in  and  found  the 
doetbr  clutching  her  round  tiff  throat.”  . 

“And  only  just. in  time.  Her  face  \vat 
perfectly  black!” 

“  isn't  it  awful  ?  -Such  a  kind  man  as 
■  he  has.  always  seemed.  Is  there  any 
■  madness  in  the  family  ?  ” 

"  It  is  not  certain:  They  say.  l»is 
mother  was  peculiar.'  .  Wrote  books, and 

’did  other' extraordinary  things.  Always 

wore  very,  large  hats  with  black  leathers. 


Quite  out  of  fish  ion,  Mrs.  Byass  tells  me. 
She  knew  hpr"  .  - 

“  What  have  they  done  wifji  'him.'  _ 

“  That’s  the  strangest  p.iTt  of -it.  She 
woukln't  charge  him  :  said  it  was  all  a 
mistake.  So  he  just  got  into  his  carriage, 
and  continued  his  rounds.  ' 

.  -"  Gracious  !  Strangling  everybody  ?■ 
"O;  1  believe  not."  ■ 

“  Her  throat'  was  bruised  black  arid 
blue.  Old  l)r.  Byrne  went  at  once  and 
saw  to  her*-  He  got  a  new  nurse  down 
from.  1  .ondf'in.  They  say  at  ayas  a  nurse 
they  quarrelled  about,  you  know. 

Wclf  they  won't  get  anyone  to 
believe  that,  my  dear."  _  . 

gvio,  because!  she  was  as  plain  as  cap 
be.  And  Lady  Dcvcrish’s  groom  told 
cook  that  Ur.  Andrew  scarcely  so  much 
as  looked  at  .her.  • 

“"And  I  ncvor  heard  that  he  admu-cd 
Lady  Dcvcrish.”,  * 

“  Ah  well,  most  men  do!-"  ■  '. 

"T  don't-  sec  what  she  wants  a  nurse 
at  all  for.  She's 'the  picture  of  healfh." 

■  “  She  says  she  suffers  from  nerves/ 

‘  "  If  all  of  us  who'sufTer  from  ' nerves' 

were  to  have  trained  nurses  looking  fcfter. 
us,  there  wouldn't  be  erfough  trained 
nurses  to  .go  round.” 

.  “  No,  but  aril  of  us  arc  not  widows 

■with-  the  incomes ‘of  two  rich  dear 
departeds  at  our  bankers,  my  dear. 

Now,  knowing  '•‘both  her  charming 
ladyship. and  Andrew,  I  was  naturally 
interested  as,  to  \vhy  he  had' put  hands 
reboot  her.  beautiful,  throat  in  aiiytlung 
other  than  loving  kindness.  I  hercforO, 
I  made  a  point  of  drfhkitig  tea  wifll  a 
•numbcrSiLiimiable  and  gracious*  persons 
of  my  acquaintance  during  the  week 
following  his  most  notable  attempt.  •  All 
the  information  I  got  for  *my  pains  has 
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been  condensed  ,-into  the  foregoing 
gossip,  ami  sl.hce  it  nva*  iprtiflicicilt'.for 
iny  purposes  -I  set  '-dbeiut  seeking  hiorc. . 
IicaHt-d  darly  at.th'c ’.Matuir  1  <ii<l  not' 
■entirely  eriicl.it  rumour's  whisper  concern¬ 
ing  the;  victvp's.  piangled  throat.  Inn  I 
knew  Andrew's  muscular  lean  ,hamls,' 


mefctf.  ".'I  am  so  .  sadly  unnerved.  I 
scarcely  .know"  what  I  say,  'Poof  J.ady 
I)cvcrisp  has'  bcent  rather  trying."  t|ie 
sijut  her  weak  lips  obstinately.  1  a'ssurcd 
her  of  my  discretion'.  I  expressed  sym¬ 
pathy,  left  message's;  and  went  my  way. 
liyriic*  had  itothi’ilg  to  tell.  "  Andrew 


if  he  had 'been  in  Earnest,  would,  to  say .  will  not  say  a  word,  he  , said.  ‘Me  was 

the  least  of  it.  Have  rendered  her  retire1  '.ovcr-ta'xed:  ,-Heciv'  up  several  nights.  « 
meiit  for'  the  .space^/of  'Wine  days  ,;Shl-  »ius|  havg  esas|icratc‘d  him  sMnc- 
■H-udent;  so  that  l.did  not  expect  to. see  .how.  .Shotildn  t  have  thought  lie.  had 

1  .  .1  ti  ..  i  ti  A  nTtivi  w  ni’«*n  ‘flit* 


anybody  but.  ht  r  cbirtpanion,  Mrs...  I. Vail. %  Tt 


•  Gracious,  libw  ill  you  look! ”  l  could  /kindest  of  fcllotvs 


Hu. dias  always.  been  the 


hot  help  vxciihning *as  she  entered.  / 

.  I  'had  known  her  some  month’s  earlier  , 
a  buxom  illation.-  Now  idi'e  was  a  hag-' 
ga'td  6td  woman.,  l.l,er'  features  worked 
and  tw  isted.  She  slid  into  a  chair,  her 
hands  and  members.: shaking  like-  those 


•' What  (toes  she  say?".  •  • 

*■  1  .auglis  it  dff.  t hough' site '< ion 't  seem 
a’miabk'.  I.opks  as  i r  she  don  t  -want 
tilings  t6  <nmi  out."  , 

“•You  don't  mean— — ?” 

“My -dear  fellow,  whatever  I  .mean, 'I 


of  one  with  palsy.  J'or  several’ jiViiiiites  don’t  say.”  . 

*»hc  could  not  wxrak!  -V  \*  •  1-  •  V  has  ah™Vs  bl?c,v  m->'  kabYtt  1,1  1,fc  *tn- 

*J  Vo\i  must  •have' bceiVsadly. troubled,  ’  •  take  the  bull  bv  the  horns  wheu^ncAcr . 
1  said.  ►’  A-  *.  •'  /  .^circumstances  have  tendered -this  feat  at 

She  utis  a*rnild*  and,  £omc\vhat  flaccid  the  same  time  posable  and  prudent.  1 
•tjerson,  oitc  of  llio&V  plump  an:emic  determ  incd*‘to  attempt  it  bow.  Andrew, 
women,  wfto  ..give  .  one  the  impression  after  all.  was  a  very  mild  and  tractable 


th^tJtheir  vain^rur>jnrt|v'.  Butyus  I  spoke  bull, Tdespitc  his*cccnt  outbreak.  * 
her  face  became  coiitorte<f/^Hc  stru^cd  -l  .will  not  disj^uisc  .  the  object  of  my 
up  and  brandished  a  trembling, .clenchetU  Visit,".  I  itfformecP  him.  “•»  ou  knowjiiy 
band..  V  v  •  *  '  °  weakness.  .  Anything  you  tell  me >viK  go. 

-  If  he  had  ^lyVdonc  it^she  cried  no  'further.  The  ball  of  Vale's  scandal 
passionately.  ;*.it  by  s/Jfic*  mercy  of  wril  get  no  pu'slyfrom  me.  But  I  like,  to 
1  Widcncc  lie  fiad  oi)ly‘.donc  it 1."  /  probe  lvumati  motive  ;  and  ;you  must 

>jhc  was.  transforiheclb— <H>t»rttd.  It. /' fujmit  the  situ.ition  is  suj^estiw. 
was  as  ihrmaK  'scW  mild  aiuUndlkf*  'lie  s»iilpd^a>yrvoiis.  smile.  I  had 

.  .  i.  II.  A.  i  f  •  II...  ennn  Uim  cn  rnVi»itf»m  III’* 


have1  lost  a  'beautiful  find  a'ceomplished 
.  member  of  your  sex— and' f;oo'r.  Andrew's 
career  would  iliivy  co;ue  to  a*  summary 
an  I  Mn.-ntablc  end.",  • 

•  ‘  •Nxi-jury  would  bate  convicted  him.1', 
'she  ■  protested, ..."  we/  ivttcn  thi'Y  -/'//c:.*-. 
Shcf^Sppped  her  voiccSand  searched- the 
ro/Hjyw.it.h  apprehensive  eyes.  Then  she 
i  whisjSered,  “  she  is  a  rjcvil."  - 

•Siw  !  was  aware. that  some  plain  and 

•  •  .i.  1.  .  c • 


very!  good  women  are  in  the  habit  of 
.regarding  every  comely  mcnlilxir  of  their 


the  habit 


'-'  l  do  nt it'  wonder  yoii  are  hard  hit,’ 

:I  adventurer),  watching'  him,  “  She'  is 
certain V  a  siren  of  the  first  water."  *  \ 

I  h'  burst  put  laughing:'  “  Great  Scott!", 
he  said.  *'  is  that  wiyit  they  say  ?  Du 
they  tlviuk  I  am  aspiring  to  the  Devilfish  s 
hand,  arid  acriis  ?  No,  i g  j  ; •  I  am  not 
altogether  i’fool."  '  ' 

At  this,  moment  sofneone  ran  up  thq.  ‘ 
stairs,  ,?n'd.  after  a  preliminary  knocl^ 
upon  the  door-,  burst  into  thfr  room.  .  ■'  ^ 

“  j’lease,  doctor,  comc'.tphck.'  aTTStgc1 


Hex.  as  allied  in  ope  'o/anothcr  way  With  *  boy  blurted. .  “  l  iicre  s  I -adv  peveri.sh‘s 
the  father  of  Evil,  but  it  was  clear  that  nurse  has  fallen  down  in  the  ibaci,  and 


some  .  sentiment  stronger  that*-,  general 
principles  was  moving  ^Irs.  I.yall. 

My  interest  was  .  rous«cl. •  But  sber 
•  bad* come  to  the:  eneb  of  ’her  %6inark^. 
She- glanced  round  timoroi/sly. 

“  For  Heaven’s,  sake,  IyircL  Syfr^t,  do 


they  say-shec# riving.’’  •  . 

The  same  change  carne  ’over  Andrew 
that  had  come  ovc*  Mts.  I. yafl.  llis 
face  ■  became  contorted.  He  held  a 
clenched  in  the  .air.  Damn  her  I 
be«dricd,  and  rushed  out.  #  • 


not  mention  a  word  of  this"  she  stam-.  *  ;•  N'oW  this  ejaculaiipn  had eypr^appear? 
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carnage,  and  you  can  ciriw  Mr<ur,in 

badk.”  «  ‘ 

■  “  Back,”  repeated  \yildly,  “where? 

“  Why,  to  the  Manor.  You  must - *•’ 

She  interrupted  him,  she  caught  hi: 
hand,  “No,  no”  she  gasped, -“no 

there, ‘never  thorc.  •  l  cannot  stand  anotac 
hour  of  it."  .  • 

■  “  The  .  beautiful  Deverish  must  k 

something  of  a  Vixen,  1  reflected,  sbe'-uj 
the  expression  in  the  girl  s  face.  . 


anceol  applying  io  ne-i  laujsiupj  .  .^, 
and  would  point  to  an  aujount  of  callous¬ 
ness  on  Andrew's  part— considering  the 
moribund  condition  of  that  unfortunate 
vou ii"  person— of  which  I  am  sure  he 
was  fncapabla,  U  hasten,  therefore,  to 
jnform  the  reader  that  it  was  intended 
solely  and  absolutely  for  her  ladyship  s 
bewitching  self.  It  was  as  fervid  and 

whole-souled  a- fulmiuatioii  as  i  remem¬ 
ber  to  havc  heard.  It  left  no  doubt  m 
my  mind,  whatsoever 
^  the  ' 


wertt  iip 

air.”  _ 

' . Tlie  circle,  inline-  i 

diatcly  widened,  dis-  jiftJljUjj j  fjjfiJMy 

closing  the- figure  of  a  •'  Ja^F 

young  woman  in 
nursing  dre^.  Tying  / /  ThfFtfS, 
senseless  on  the  pave-  .  ’  ’ f  t1  ^ 

incut.  Her  upturned  'J 

face  was  ciiripiisly  •  /  f,  ’ 

pinched'  .arid  wo:n.  J  \ 

though  the  conform:!  •  \ 

lion  w’.as.  young,  and  •  ,/ 

her  hair  .fallen  loose  . 

about  her  check  hting  .  .  . 

in  girlish, rings.  . 

...“She. does  not  look  •  .  ._' 

■strong  enough,  for 'r  _ 
ivursing.'  I  ren'iarke  I  • 
to  llyriie,  who"  cairie  * 

"(ip  at  the  moment.  .  “  ei  v 

'  “Strong  though,"  . 
he  echoed'  testily.  “Why  a  week  ago 
•lie  ivas  sturdy  and  robust.  ■  I  he 
Deverish  tikes  .care.,  of ‘that.  '  Can|- 
sfand  sickliness  about  her. v  .  lie' added 
,  half  to  hirtisclif,  Must  be  something 
wrong  with  the  house.  Drains  had  or 
,  something.  One  'after  another,  they  \  e 
gone  off  like  this.”  .The'  girl  now 
begad  to  show,  signs  .of  consciousness. 
She  opened  her  c\’es,  and  seeing 
Andrew*  smiled  -faintly,  lrt'cscntly-  SJ! C 
sat  up.  ‘  ,  .  *  „ 

“  When' you  feel  equal'td  it,  m.y  dear, 

Dr.  Byrne  said,  '-'we  Will  help  you. to  my 


■1 
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,vou  have  been'  'sent  froirt  HvaYcli  or'  Wybe  'toy-  she  wasn’t  more  civil.”  She 
l?uckin"hain  l’alacc.'-orvuiy  other  -pros  added,  mclhuititsily.  .  • 

KTd^m^ivcrS^-ml  k‘cep;  .“Would  she  , iotrccogn.se  you?.  1 
Vour  eves  rand,  cars  open  A  I  en'joinpd  -  persisted-.  •  , 

her  with  that  utter  disregard  for  truth  s  •  1  admire  grit.  I  admired  the.  wn-  _ 
ami  scrupu'lotikncs's  which  I  have  foiSnd  compromising rand  superior  disdain  with 
of  all  'a  ids /to  me  in  my  whief.' she  met  my  question  bhe  turned 
tnc  greatest  .  .  ;•  a„a  left,  me  without  condescending  a 

• fC  She  returned  iii  an  h.rtm  mere  was*  word,  h»  fifteen  minutesshe  came  back.  ' 
atlccr  inkier  eves,  The  gauze  veil  stream-  or,  rafltor-, .somebody  did  whose  voice 
imt  frOnVhcr'  jK.Wet  fluttered  manelike  •  was  all  I  recognised  Her  disguise  was  • 
..^.tebflfcnded  toss  of  her  fieatl  *  '/perfect.'  He(bre;shc  had  certainly  looked 
1 ,  -  \Jtn\h\  not  stay  Jon*,’’  1  said.  -  neither  youthful.  (.despite  her  . 

-Mu  lord,"  she  returned.  "  I  dkD.iot  to  twent^x?  nor  plump  (ties,  itc  her 
ii4ve  thS  oppprtunitv.  l-ady  Iicvitish--  -boasted,  avoirdupois),  nor  .health).  >ou 
•1  •oehefc.  von  callcd'hcr  1  devilish-— just  she  was  'plump,  and.  young,  and  rose 

"came  fifth  the  room  and  .gave  a,  little  cr.v,  She  had  been  dark  ;  noW  a;  profu^Mi  of 
and  Curbed  her  back  on  inc\s  iV  I'd  been  rich  red  harr  tippled  off  bee  broiCsr— T“ 
an  o-re..  •  O.you  would  never  juke' she  wondered  why  she  did  not  always  gw 
said  "  I  must  have  sornepneypung-’-my  about  disguised  She  c\p Uh><  • 

«lord  I  am  twenty-six'-^’ and  plump — I  “In  most,  liases,  my  lord,-  she  said, 
wei-'h  ten  -stoned  and  healthy .VI  have  ’"  there  •'  are  sons.  . ami  brothers  rmd 
never  had  a  d;iy’s  illness.  •  Sttud  spme-  .  "husbands,  A  woman  who  hasher  hvin 
'  one  vmmg.  and* plignp.  anti  he^lthvVand  to  get ^by  nursing  can  only  nffor d • 
she  marched  out".  ./  '  sport  ..cherry  theeks  under  exceptional 

-  I  suppose  that  would"  -not  Sc  cirtunfstaHces..  ' 

difficult  ?  I  Commented,  *  „  .  •  When"  she ;  had  gone,  1  d,p|H.-d.my  pu 

•'  Not  at  all  ”  she  said,  resolutely;-  "a  in  coloured  irt.k-and  entered  her  m  me 
•little  padding,  a-  touch  of  rouge,  and  imV.diary.  Whether  * not  she  suc- 
some  minor,  details  are  all.  that  are  cccNejl  with  Lady  “  Devilish •  she  was  a 
needed  ■  capable  person.  And  capable  porsons 

.’  "-You  mean  to  gb .yourself,  then.?”  .  are  red-letter  j«rsons  in  a  world  where 

:  “‘Yes,  1  mean  to  go,”  she  returned,  incompcteticy  rules  seven  •  d.n  s  out 
•'If  there  is  anything  to  find  out  she  most  weeks.  ,  /  ; 


•CII AI’-TKK.  U.  ' 


Sin:  received  nic  with  «>|x;n*  arms. 
.".You're-  just  w’hiit  ,  W  want,"  she  'said 
effusively,  •  "  1  bsathe  sickliness.  1  here 
was  a  gaunt,  haggard  creature  here  an 
hour  ago.  Ugh  I  she  shuddered,  “J 
.  ’•would  not  have  employed  hcr'for  "  odds. 

•I  may  be  prejudiced,'  but  af^rber 
first 're-mark  f  confess  to  feeling  some¬ 
what  .antipathetic  to  her  ladyship.  She. 
has  a  (furious  way  of  staring  I  snspelf 
her  of  being  short-sighted  and  shirking 
•glasses  for  fear  of  detracting  from  her 
jook's.  C  ertainly  I  hips o  never  seen  any- 
-'one  so  brilliantly-  beautiful.  , 

Upstairs  1  was  introduced  to. her  com- 
p.mio/U  Mrs.  l.yAll  .  She  did  not  strife 
rue  as  being  altogether  sane.  Shy  has' 
rathe/  a  grim  sillily 

■  V-Youll  soon  lose  those  fine  checks, 

'  she  saidfllic  moment  she  saw  me  v 
-  I  trust  ndt,"  I  returned,  with  some 
amount  of  confidence.  1  had  only  just 


opened  a  new  packet.  "  Is  I.ady  Dev  ili-.li 
rather  a  trying  patient,  then  ?  I  risked. 

She  bj-oke  into  it  laiigh.'  y.What'did. 
you  caliber?  . 

■••  I  understood  Iter  name  to  be 
Devilish,"  I  said.  -.  • 

;•  No,  -it  s  her  nature,"  she-  retorted.- 
looking  furtively  about.  “  Her  rumfe 
hSis  ajr‘r  “instead  of  ah  *).’"■*  '•  * 

Her  ladyship  was  plainly  no  favourite 
•  of  Mrs*  I  a  all’s  indeed,  everybody  in 
the  house-’seemed  to  lx-  in  mortal  terror 
of  her.  The  servants  would  not,  if  they  ’ 
could  help  it.  enter  a  room  where  she  was. 

1-roin’-  the  unhealthy  faces  of  the 
household- 1  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  house  was  thoroughly  unsanitary. 

I  .determined  to  investigate  the  drains. 
Whatsoever  there  might-,  be  .that  was 
unwholesome  it  did  not  affect  the 
mistress.  Hir' energy  was  marvellous. 
She  -never  tired.  When,  after1  a  long 
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.  day.picnickfttg  or  a-  late  Hall  cy'fcryb'ndy 
looked  as  white  as- paper,  she.  .was  as 
■  ftfeli  and  blo  )(;iing  and  ga\»-sp'i  filed  a*  . 
possible.  It  scVmed  a  nte'  farce  for  her 
to  employ1  a  ifurse.  Hut  shejind  a  fad 
'  about  .-'massage,  aud  insisted,  on  being  • 
massed."  morning  aiuP  night:  . 

“  You  don't. look  tiretl"  she  Veihark^d. 

•ft  a  puzzled  \v;ty.  at  the* tend  of  niyjii  t 
'night’s  .operations.  .She  .  was  .staring 
•  curiously  at  my  rougedmhcejks.  Strangely 
enough  I  w’jts  fcc|uig  actually  faint. 
Strong-nerved  as.  I  .'anv  I  jaifly  reeled.,. 

"  Whatsoever  I  look,  "  I  .answered  her,1 
a  little  irritably,  'il  ecrtfiinly  feet  more 
■  .  tired. than  1  ever  .remember  feeling." 

.1  thought  she  seemed  j>lc,u*cM.  f‘cr-  • 
t  airily  f  had  said  nothing  to  please- her.’ 
No.  doubt  shcv.was  t-hin*king-  her  btv'n 
'thoughts.  •  ■■ 

Her  engagement  to  be :  married  amjbi 
■  was  announced  t h"  rlar'.afty'i  my  arrival. 
She  .had  Been  already  .married '■.twice. 
The  young  man  thc.Harkof  Arlington 

_ .was,  with  .1  -number  of  .<ytber  persons, 

l  stopping  ‘in  thtf  house.  IfcgUas  a  hand- 
sumo,  pleasant-lookjng  Jitajt-  I  was  told 
he  Jiad.ihrown  wer  a  girKjVe  hadjeared. 
for- and  wly>  had  rfaretl  for  thdiifor  years 
.iit  order  to  propose ; t< >  .I-.ady-  Deverish. 
He  did  not  look' callable  of  it.  Hdt.'to 
all  appearance, lie  i*jtf  hbad.ovcj'^nfs  in. 

.  love.  He.  cetilri'  not  keep  Jus  ey  es  off 
Irerd  1  l«g  sat  like  (('man  .bewitched;  and. 

.  ^either  ate  heir  tested. .  V  •<  Jr  ’ 

41  Poor  young  geiitlcmSm  !  He  11. •go- 

.the  way  of  'the.,  others,!.1'.  Nfcye  liTHty  mcr, 

'  the  housekeeper,  confided  to  Me.  •  •  , 

■  “  You 'doll'd  suspect  I.-iidy  lk-verish,<»f 
.  poisoniftg  her  husbands .?  "  1  -returned.  ■> 

'  "  It isn't  (Ay  place  t<> gusset  in$-  betters, 
nurse;- shij  said  with  dignity?  7  o\ll.  I 
say  is  that .  thereN  sometltiag.  terrible 
,  mys.tcrioiV!  Why  does  £vcrybpdj\wh<» 
comes  triw  Nfeui^fan.hfjwalth ? ” 

’"Drain*”  l  suggested.  '  * 

•  'She  Juried  her  ample, 'chin.  "  W in" 

:  did  hen-tup.  yoimg  husbands,  as  likely 
mten  as  Jhiglit  be,  sicken  from  the- 1 l.i 
she  irihr/ied  them,  and  die*  consump¬ 
tive?  Was  that  drain*,.  can  v-.n’tclf 
.  .  me  ?”•■'-  '  ' 

.  '1  thought  it.  might  have  been,  -but 
bating,  ho  ,  evidence,  did  iv;l.  commit, 
myself.'  •  •'  f, 

Mrs,  I’liramcr  tossed  hey  ample  cbm. 
,  -  again,  this  time  triumphantly’  ■ "  And 

.  t  why."  she  proceeded.  i‘ did*  1  IrlAm^c"  . 
as  kind-  A  gentleman  as  walks,  try  to 
strangle  her  ?  ”  • '  '  -  i 


I  braves  I  V.er  ’scorn  tuid  ventured  . 
"jealousy."  - 

She  eyed,  me  ’  w.itheringly.  “  1  he 
•doctor’s  no  l.hdyV  man,?  she  said,  "'and,  j 
besides,  if  he  was,  it’s  .no  rc.\soii  for 
.  strangling  them."  •  ... 

I  w  as  unable -to  Till'd  any  fault  with 
tliq'. drains.  -1  begfui  tb  grow  interested.,  ■ 

1  .myself  felt  ’strangely  out  .of.  sorts— a 
'  ireitVcxpcritrncC  for  me.,' 

Lord  .Arlington's  infatuation  amounted 
to  possession.  lie"  sat  starjngjat  her  in 
alkinrt  of  ccstacy  pf  fascirtntidn.  He  - 
was}  pale  arid  moody  .and  obviously  un- 
/ha'ppy.  1  was  told  he  had  .lost .  health 
and  spirits  markedly  sinccyhyr  engage¬ 
ment!  Probably  l)is  conscience  troubled 
him  .about  thu. other  woman.  At  break¬ 
fast  one  morning  he  unv  rapped Ji  little  . 
'packet  ,  that-  had  come  by  post  for  him, 

'  without,  it  is  .to  be  supposed,  observing 
tire  handwriting".  As  he  undid 'ft  me- 
chaiiicallv  there  dropp'd  from  the  .  - 
wrappings  a.  ring,  a  knot  of  ribh.m  and 
*a  bundle  of  "letters.  I  If  seemed  like  One 
•  stunned.  Without  a' word  .Hit  gathered 
ihctn  together  and  left-  the  room,  f  met 
liini  kdeT' pacing  thos.garden  like  a  mud- 

rrian.  .  .  .  •  '• 

d’offr  m;int  ‘His  lrhc-affair  was  short  - , 

lived.  .  * 

A  w  eek  l.per  I  watt  involuntary  w  itness 
to  a  curious  scene:' ‘1  was  sitting  late  . 
one  evening,  in  the  garden.  .  Lady 
ljevcrish  "would  not  need  iqe  until  bed¬ 
time,  when  duty  ifias-tagc  wasiluc.  .Sud¬ 
denly  "lie*  and  she,  talking  excitedly, 
l.came  round  the.  slirutiUeiy.  .  • 

•  I  have  been  mad,”  lie  exclaimed,  ij» 
a  hoarse,  pa--! I  a i ,i to  voice.  "  l-ot-Giyl  s  ' 
sake  ‘let  me '  go  frees  I  hey.  say  tier 
.heart  is  Broken." ,  . 

Tilicputhtr  t.w<>. hands  on  his  shoulders, 
aild  lifted- Jter 'face  to  his.  .  '  *  .  . 

“  |  will  ndver -let  yo.u;go,"  she  sud.  , 

-sfith  a  ctirjoiis  ring  aj  of  -metal  'in  hvt 
voice  Shy  wound  her  arms.aBout  his  - 
neck*  iinrf'lfissccV  his  tthroat.  >'  And  you  ,. 

kive  me  top.  much."  she  added.  .  * 

"  1  Icavcn’diily  knows  if  it  is  love,  he-  ^ 
answered,  "  it  seems  to  me  like  maijncss.  - 
I  had  loved  hcr.-ftfitjifully  for ; years. 

""Ail'd  no\t  you  love  n? e,  and  there  is, 
no  way  out- 'of  it,"  she  whis|xtred.' /She 
leaned  up  again, .'did  kissed  him.  I  hen 
w  ith  a  little  ccKi'mg  J/'iugh  she  left  him. 

."  He  remained  looking  .yftcr.hcr,  "Yes, 

there  is  one  way  out  of  it,"  I  heard  him 
say  sknvly  *■ 

l  ji.ghnght  he  shot  himself. 
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Now,  although. I  b*ul  known  her  but 
a  fdrtnfght,  «'l  had  known  her  lung, 
enough  to  believe  her  .superior  to  the 
w  eakness  of  being  Wry  deeply  in  love. 
Vet  the  night  he  died  1  was  inclined  to 
alter  my  opinion. '  lie  had  bidden  her  a 
»  hasty  g’ood-byc.'sayiifg  he  was  summoned 
•to  tijw-n.  He  took  the  last  train* up.-- 
louring  t.fic  night  I  was  called  to  KcV. 

'  1  -  found  her  Sitting  up.  in  bed,  tier  face 
ashen  pale.  Iter  eyes 
distended,  her  hands  • 

clasped  to  her  heaef.* 

^hcv  was  gasping  '  Ly'ttfpll 
'  -hysterically /or  breath. 

She.  seemed  like  one'  d  111011  ,  , 

stricken  :  her  features  \  t!  |lil 
•were  picked'  out  by  . 
deep,  grcy-lines.  She  '  ,  ill  I  jnl 
(lid  not  s|ii!ak,  but  |'1|1  IH| 

pointed  w  ith  arr  insts-  '  a  \Pllli 

.'  tent  ,  finger  t'o  , .her  ml  B  V 

right  temple.  I  put  dll  ijUll  ^  IB  Jr 

July  hand  -upon  it.  *  liciil* 

Then  Ncalksl  quickly  V#  :  IpJ 

foi-  a  Ifgh't:  for  my  TTi«£.;]j  fw 

finger's  slipped-  along'-'  ^ . 
that  Which  seemed  to  v\  WMI 
■  )>e  a  moist*  an’d,  \t  I* 

clammy  aperture,  .  J&j, 

‘  moist  with,  a  horrible,  '\\ 
unmistakable  claiTliru  - 
ngss.  lhit  when  the  V\  \  Z&M 

light  was-  brought  ^  \\\^  WWA M 

there  was  neither*  .!/'/  // 
blood  nor  ‘  aperture. 
only  curiou.^  .  // 

,  lilanched,.  irregular  ' 

the  ^  r 

and  .^ut  hot  bottles 
in  her 'bed.'  Sink  was  _ 

she  iiutiii'd  ■ 

hand-,  h*  KV<1 

(he, m -against  that  ice-  < 
spot  in  her  temple  till 
_T„  w  as.-sick  and  faint  ■ ,  . 

\\  ith  the  const rdlbed  positipn:  ’Soon  she 


less..  She  looked  ten  years  older.  •  L 
never  saw  so  singular  a  change  in  any- 
*<body.  ‘  I  sent  for.  l*)r.-  Hyrntf,  who 
attributed  it^  to  the  shock  of- bad  news. 
.Why  it  developed  some  hours  before  the 
news  arrived ‘ he  did  not  explain.  He 
only  said:  “Tut,  tut,  nurse,  life  is  full  cf 
•  coincidences,"  anil  prescribed  ammonia. 

Next  day  she  was  better,'  and  sug¬ 
gested  gcttiifg  up,  but  changed  her  mind 
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hive  me  some  Or  it”1 


a^ftci"  having  seen  a  niu-ror.  “Gracious! ' 


■seemed  better.*  Some  -cofouf  returned',  she.said,  with  a  shudder.  “  4  !ook  hkc  ap  . 

■  old  woman.  -She  broke  into  IccDfc 

"  My-  God.  be  is  dead  i  ”  -she  sftid, .  weeping.  <•  He  ought  To  have -thought  .• 

A  lira  ugh  chattering  ,  tfccth.  "i  hen  she  of  me,  she  cried,  align  > .  iuices 

_  ■  r  .  v-  . ...  i _ i  *,  bUi.ririnr-'-  sUo  a l'ciii cl (.*cl  \vinc»aiKl  muit-juiccs, 


crouched  dfiivn  in  tlio  bed  in.a  shudder--  S>c  4cmaiidecl'winc.and | 
ini.  hoin  ■  ■  taking  them  w  ith  fi  curious  solicitude, 

Next  mottling  the  ncws-camet  In.  and  cartfully  loaking, into  her  mirror  for 
that  Samp- W  he  -had  put,  »  bullet-  ,their  effect:  Kut-.sbe  saw  little  there  to 
through  his  right  ttfnplc. '  She  was  ill  comfort  her.  •  ,  '  tr,.n;i,. 

all  that  day,  nerveless,  and  aritlpst. pulse-  “  Do'yoli  think  jt  mig  i  )c  .  ,  - 
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blow  ?  “'-she  question*}  nip  once,  through  ' 
(juivenn'g  Tips.  1  shook  iViy  heath  Ah,  , 
..you  dum’t  knot}-  all; "-she  mattered. 

I  n  the  afternoon  she  asked  in  a  strange 
voice  that  the  "gardeners  t'Wld  should  be 
brought  la  Iter.  tyc-W.*  a  chubby .  rosy 
Jittto  fellow,  whofn '  everybody,  petted- 

-  must  have  something  to  liven  mo,” 
she  said.*  I"  had  ntvc#  sup|>oscd  her  fond 
of  children.  -  'lint  ihg  held  her  arms 

.  hungrily.'.for  hjinr  and  strained  him  to 
.  her  breast.  1  Kr  spirits  rase.  ,~U er  eyes • 
brightened  :  she.  gbf  ColoCrr.  Soon , she  • 
was  laughing  ai^cl  chatting  in  her.  accus¬ 
tomed  mantlet,'  The  child  had  fallr^f 
,-plecp,  but  she  would  not  part  with  liim..‘ 
When  at  last  shfcffet  him  go,  1  wasp 
.hot rifled  to*  find  him  , cold  and  pallid. 
He  was  breathing- heavily, land.-quitc  un¬ 
conscious.  1  concluded vhe-poor  little  . 
chap  was  sickening  for  something.  hater, 
l  was  surprised,  to  receive  a  ji*;tc- from 
l)r.  Ajidrcw,  whom  I  clkl  not’ kdfiw-.  I 
••  dismissed hitp,  as.I  hki  doite  Mrs.;  I. yah, 

.  and-  probably  Mrs.  l’iftntyer,  as  amt  altt>-  • 

-  >  "ether  sane.  “  I  l»:iye  &CciY 'called  in.  to„- 

. attend.. Wflly  t>auicl<£.  the  note  Van. 

,  ".For  Heaven's  sakt»  'do  not  Jet  her  i  get 

■  hold  of  any  more  children."- 

Nc'xt-day'shc  wai^hetter.  ‘She  seemed.' 

'•  to  have  .forgot Ipfl  .Vflipgtotf'a’nd  talked 
only  of  her  healthy.  SIVc  -asked  agaip 
for. the  boy;  lytolej  her  he  wils.ill.  -.She 
broke  into  a  stfrioU-  langlu4)iat  seemed 
*  uncalled  for,  -  "  'l.luinj#  goodness,  I 

■  .haven't  lost’vmy  piAver"  she  said  a 

minute  later.  -  Hut  -]i?y  did  415*4  explain 
tfie  saying,  y  ;  ... 

She.ivas  in  high  «tmji;satll  the  morn¬ 
ing,  talkidg  and  siliguig-and  trying',  oil- 
-new  H.cc's  a'nd  boijnets.y  She  stjl'l  com¬ 
plained  bf  pain  in  the  right  .tcniple. 
After  her  massage  Axe  turned  peevish, 

■  'protesting  thpt  ft  did  lie/  nogopd.  "If. 
yon  'hadn't  such  a  Cpldur  .!.  should  not 
ixihgve  you  fieafthyV^he  s,’iid.  crossly., 

*  •  .ej^ic  hatdNtllp'  paf soil's  children  in  to 

tea  )  1 1  wmddaniu’se.'her,  she  sajd,  to  -nC-r 
't In  fs  cal  their" slrawl^rrii  s,  1.  hey  seemed 

fill  of  her,  .and  stood  eyeing  Jier  Irvin 
stance.  'W  hen' she  attempted  to  lake 
little  .one,  it  tiling  U4  ine  and  shrieked 
i*  terror.  Hut  she  persisted,  and  .it 
y^yi  fell  asleep  in*l.er  <\m|  W  hen  pre- 
•  scntly  1  took  it  from  her.  J,- found  it- 
•  c.hdled  and,  breathing  stertorously  and 

.juke’  unconscious  •  1  thought  "tit  wr. 

'  Andrew's  injunction.  1  leavens  !  what 
had  she  .  done  ?  Was'  -she  a  "secret 
poisoner t  I  dismissed  tpe  nphiou  fdrth- 


Avith..  .Iliad  not  left  the  room  a  moment- 
during  the  time  the  child  was  with  her.iior.  ^ 
had  it  .  taken -any  thing  Ho  eat  or  todrink. 

“What  is  the  matter 'With  it  ?  '  1 

demanded.  -  •  .  •  -  • 

.  1  Icrcye  avoided  mine.  ;  She  anAver'ed. 
nonchalantly  :  "W'hat  di KS,  oye  cxiwct  ' 
Child re 1 1  are  everlastingly  teething  or 
over-feeding. or  haying  measles."- 

Next  moniin'g.ii  was  called  up. at  day¬ 
break-  Dr. "An drew  was  waiting .«>  see 
'me.  -I  threw  .oil  jny  things. and  went 
(kmii.  He'  was  Stalking  up  and. down 
the  drawing-rbunv.  1  le  stared,  at  me..  » 

.  "  Vbu  seem  to  have-  rcMsled  Ivor,  he 
.  ill uttered .  look  nig  at  mycheCk-s.  l.liati*  . 
a  long  memory,  "ami,  had  not  forgotten 
. my  rouge.  •  -l  ie  -  told,  one  .a  wild  and 
'incredible  stprv.  11./'  'wound  up.  by 
blinding  me  i  small  bottle. 

’  “  GiVtk'ber  that  dose  so.- soon  ns  she 
wakes.”  he  said.  The  man  was  probably  ' 
'•  a'  better  doctor  than  he  was. 'an' actor.- 
His  manlier,  paraded  the  nature -.of  the 
dfisc.  i  took  oiit  the  cork  and  smelt  it. 

I  t  was  as  h  suspected.  1  walked" acro-'s 
the .roepi  and- emptied  itscohtetjts  out  of 
the  window.  "•Ikfrdon  iwc^  .  1  said,-  but 
you  arc  exceeding  your  'duty.  ■ 

.  ‘gls  she  to  be  allowed  to  go  on 
murdering' people?”  he  protestefr.  “Do 
you  know  1  have  been  up  all  niglit  with 
that'  unfortunate  baby  ?  Do  you  jtnow 
that  W  illy  Daniels  is  not  let'  otit  of 
clattgdr.  ’  Hopei  Heavens  V  if  1  am  willing 
to  take  tlie  ctmsc(|iienc„es  how-  can  any- 
one-iviro  knows  the  circumstances  hesi- 

'  tate  ?"  «  .  •  -  v  i 

,1  TiaVc  a'  safer  and  more  justifiably 
plan,"  I  said:  "  If  what  you  say  is  true. 


rose-pink  bed,  a  smiling -  Veii»s.  *  She 
fairly  gltnved  with  beautiful  health.  I 
thought  of  that  poor  little-  sick-bed. 

."Goodness!’1  I  "said  with  a  start,  “  how 
i(l  you  IRpk  !  "  She  ceased  from  smiling; 


I  went  and  stood  beside  her..  “Com¬ 
pare  yourself  with  me."  - 

She-svas  pale  enough  indeed, by  the 
'  time  she  had  done  so.  "  Am  I  losing 
my  power  after  «H?"  slip  muttered. 


the  remedy  is°siui  pic  and  poison  is  uu-' 
called  for.  .  After  all,  Dr.  A  pdf  eh-,  yopt> 
..lory  Woahl  sound  liinio  enough tn  a  law- 
court.  Hy  my  plan  y<yi  run  no  r.iskf. 

|  Did  it  ixifore  him.  He  scented 
i'npfrcsted.  '  But  he  'would  "not,  after  tlio- 
maiibdr,  rtf  men  in  their  dealings-  with 
women-,  permit  ine'  to  take  too, much 
credif/to.myspll.  ■  ‘ 

‘",lt  n’ligju  work,"  he  stiid  lukewarmly, 
"aiidas  you  -ay  it  would  cerja'inly  bp  , 

safcf/i  .'-  .  Ai 

1  went  to  my  room  aim  opcmrlwi 
further  packet  of  rouge,  I 
lavrsh!,!'  1 .  bl’gan  V>  see  that  fftc'bca.lt.b 

tint  oji  tny  cheeks  had  an  important 
bearing  on  -  the  situation.  I  put  ver¬ 
milion  "on '-my  lips-  Tltjfh  I  tarried  niy 
pa'tient  her  bre.tk fast . 

Site  seemed  ..restored  and  lay  in  her 
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She  leapt  across  the  floor,  her  draperies 
1  clin<;in;4  round  her  pink,  flushed  toes. 
She"  fled  to  the  -glass  -and  drejv  the 
curtain'*  aside.  “  Site  turned  on  me 
peevishly.  Why  did  you  tell  me  ?'  she 
prritesterl.  •  “  I  should-  liave  thought  1 
looked  well,”  »  .  • 


Heavens  !  Shall  I  grow  old  1  i kc kith,  I 
people? "  "  .• 

Suddenly  she  flung  licrsell  upon  me. 
She  pressed  Jier  lips  and  cheeks  against ' 
■  mythroat  anti  face.  - 

"  Gh'c  me  some  of-  it,’  she  tjr.e  I, 
ravenously.  ’ .“  Ydii  have  sb  much  vitality 


% 
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.  i'ct-  itic*clr;Mii  some'cif  tjiat  \icli  foialtli  J ^  ^ 

'  ft,,f  “S*  fci|  |t 'rectal  as  if- shy  persons.  Resides  these  •she’  l|>  •. 

-a  monster  or  merely  a  «,onoma.mac?  fchc  l.^ral^ed  »•  “=>  ^  ,  . 

Years  a^Vhe  lia/f  said  shd-  jfas  dvmg  cnorgtys.  S»hc,robbul  him  «'!  *«•  « 

,.f  consumption. '1  So  '  §•>>«<*»  > 

•  sio.is-coiAd.be: 'trusted  she  had  not  a,  jisyichojogiadb.-  A.  wT&.l%c,,  * 

■iT  Sl^madet"h  raHKa^^i  -S.b y*pmc i*S»* ' 
si^r.  a  sturdy  school-^.  whom  «he-  source  whence  -he  was  dr  «  n  „  u 

.  -  m  ;**«  »* 

"ll.'wia  brother tUcil’ilifin  he- iiy>Uic,  Oar*  Hiar*:  stuihcd  hrr  cl<»jcl^  Sis  'j 
’B\  thi*<  time  sl,i£  h.-ul  £^6wtV*quit<?  strong  the  arch-t\  pc.  of  .1  , •  -  -V 
'  •  .Since  then  she  had  lived  tin  thcvit.tl  forces"  liavh  had  under  °bs«va to  ■  IJg  . 

*.it  those  surrounding  lieri  -  The  l.uv  of  .such  pm*  ''T  ”1"  oh"  },F  suTca 
lif,.  "  he  .said  '•nlalves-  Creatures  ink*-  will  mid,’ concentration.  II  sue 

/ lope nllcn ta '  Vh y s icaf  -  v ila  1  i tv  is  subject  maintain  ^ 

to  nhysidtl  laws',  of  diffusion  and  she  should  not  .live  to  a  "uiKirco 

'”  eoualisation  -.One  iffcnn  below  par  .There  will  always  be  person*  oj  less 

!  absorbs  the  pen.e"  alutfy  purees  of  asJertive  sclfishn^s.  Wsairv^as  t^v  > 

r  .tgsssiasssd 

'■  .  coMstjiit ;  intyiVh.inoe  of  y  I'.al ,  foncV  ^  iiuiider.^  t  * ,  ~  • 


1  4t  US  A  VIC  a  “hiss  df  port,  and  went 
hJkk  to  iny- p.u.ic-u't.  Shc-iny-panting  on 
her  Ixtil.  - 

lijsjcfcift.  k'ritwanowjst.ike  voir  bfcak- 

■  f.ist:'V  ,  .-/ 

ShtJloolted  me  m  tjie  lace.  A  tenor 
oftjfcatli  Stood'  ill  bead-  on  her  skin 
•.  -  ITiiic  heard  of  transfitsion.'she  saijl 
•  st.wrtiv  '  if  you  ipH'Ict .me  have  some 
of  tie’  rich  red  blbnd  run  out  •‘of  your 
veintinp*  mine  I  w  lit  sef^  ej/  500  :l  >  ear 

■  -on  .y< si  - 

j  »tl<  Kik  my.  head.  '  , 

?i  .-V  “thousand,",  she  s* id.  1‘tfleen 
"hundred."  ■  •  '  .  ; 

'.'I  should  be  cheating  .ton;'  I  sank 
•.even  were  I  vvjHih'g,  The  Operation 
'has.  newer  been  really  suecyssful. 

She- broke  irvnr  saving  fii.i.d  tears 
•;  1  cannot  die.  she  said  ;  "  1  love  life 


I  .dove- feeing,  beautiful  and  rich  I  love 

.admiration.  I  must,  have  adminatiyn! 

:1  love  jny  beautiful,  beautiful  body  aiirl  _ 

■  life  joy  of.  life  !  .  1  canm.it,  cabnot  die'.  "  . 

•••  t\lisv  rfoliselise."  1  said  “You- are 
not  going  to  clie.”  •  •  < 

-rf  y  could  tin ly  get- it."  she  raved.  J 
w.iiiWalrmt  blood  out  oMfving  bodies^,  _ 
rather  dun  1  would  die.  .  V  . 

An ;  hour  later  she  summoned  tl«^. 
housekeeper.  She  (lad  been  cogitating  . 

deeply,  with,  a  fold  betiVeipi  hbtJhijjjtia^. _ , 

*  1  .T  stiaijj)  teeth' set  lit  pearls  ni  .he  red 
•.of  hot  lower  lip.  '  f 

"  IMiinmer".  she  said,  f’givt  all  the 
servants' a  month’s  wages  .and  An  hours 
notice  to  i|iiit  *1  cannot  endurfe  their  •. 

sickly  faces,  (let  fn  a-  staff  of  decent  • 

healthy  |^;ople.  These  cadaverous  ^  < 
wretches  are  kiiling'me.”  '  s 

'  ..Tllurimcr4'cft  the  room  \viliibUt'*a  wortL 


1  Mi  LUDGATE 


At  (lie,  tlpor  she  cast,  one  look  toward 
j,ic  ami  threw  her  hands  pp,  as  one  vvlif) 
savs  :  •'  The?  Lord  have  mercy  on  usl" 

,’l  followed,  and  bade  her  stay  her  hand,. 
A'Sielhcr  Andrew's  theories  were  true,  or 
w  hether  my  lady  Ayerc  but  a  person  with 
a  mania,  there  'was  no  doulst.  bivt  that 
jler  convictions,  played  an  impnrtaiit'.part 
.  in  her  case.’  . 

1  threw  dll  mV  things  ami  expended 
a  half-.sovcroig'n  .at  the  chemist's.  I 
caftie  .back  the  '  possessor  .of  sundry 
1  tickets.  These  1  distributed  among 
the  household  with  explicit  directions. 
Her  laertship  was  "not  well;  hyr  whim 
must  be  .Ilium  sired. 

it  is  surprising  what  a  little  rouge  will 
do..  In-,  a. few  minutes  die  servants  hall 
•  was  'a  scAlc  Arcadian,  liven  the  elderly 
’  butler  reverted  tAblooipin^  youth.  Then 
1  said-to  her  cbcerffrlly  :  • 

You 'are  making  a  mistake  about  the 
servants..  Tor  iny  part  1  uni  streak  with 
their  healthy  looks." 

'  '  Since  1  have  been  ill?"  she  .faltered. 
She  lay  quiet,  breathing  hard,  through 
her  .dilated  nostrils.  "  Send  some  of 
'  them  in."  shg  said  presently. 

By  the  time  they  had.gonc  she  was  as. 

■  white  as  .paper.  "Good  1  Ic'avciis  ! ,  1 
heard  her  tmit*ci\“  I  have  lost  my  power. 

1  am  a  dead  woman."  . 

'  Tlieiv  -Jie  flung  out  'her  arms  and 
■wept.  "(Set  me  Ifeaftliy  children."  she 
cried  :  "1  imist  have  licallh  about  itiq." 

Dr.  Byrne,  who  was  attending  ditr, 
assented  in  all '  iffnocelice.  “Why,  of 
course,"  lie  said  ;  ".it  will  lie  cheerful  for, 

.  you.  tie!  in 'some  clieTry-diccked  chiV- 
divn'to  amuse  tier  ladyship,  nurse.  ’ 

I  nodded— fn  token ‘that  T.  was  not 
d'jiif,  and  nqf  af  all  -  in  acqiiiesce'irce. 
Kood  and  wine  -I  -supplied-  abundantly; 
but, ncitlicr children  nor  adults^  1  isolated 
fier  in  toto.  1  allowed  her  maids-only  t<> 
come  near:  her  long  .enough. to  dust  and 
"arrange  her,  room:  .  I  have  seen  her, fix. 
thcni  with  a  basilisk  .stare,  straining  .her 
will.  She  had .umVeiufnedly-soiTic  baleful^ 
hypnotic  power  that. set'  tlrem  trembling 
ami  stumbling,  about  in  curious,  armies . 
'fashion.  They  would  seem  drawp-  as  1  >y 
some  spell,' to  stand  in'itionfessj  ami. 
dazed Tvesido  her.  tied.  Then  1  would 
turn  them  tacc  about,  and  paradingAheir 
roseate  tbits,  scold  thcni  for  idleness  and 
dismiss  tlie.pi.  She  would  *stare  after  - 
them  in. a  cfespair-  that,  milder  other  ,cir- 
cpmstanccs,  would  .have- -been  pitiful. 

.  The  sense  that  her-  [lower  was  gone 


robbed  her  actually  of  .power.  She  raved 
and  - cursed  dier  jelflimirdcrcd  lover  for  ' 
rtivt  living,  her  ill  iiis  death. 

\\  hetiier  l')r.  Andrew  and  1  went  * 
justified  in  that  we  did-  1  •onietimes 
wonder  now.  Then  I  had  no  .room  for 
doubt..  In  face  of  the  horrible  facts.it 
<lid  not  occur, to’  me  to  qfiestion  it.  It 
that,  she  , lie: ieved  were  true,  we  wen,* 
assuredly  justified  ;  it  not,  >tliat  vvc.dii.t  , 
could  not  affect. results. 

.Andrew's  theory  of  those  results  is 
that-  slie  had  lived  so  long  oil  human  . 
-ene’rjjy  thatAood  l%the  crutfe  state  stood 
her  in  little  stead.  1'ertfiinly,  though 
she  was  fed  unremittingly  on  tile  choicest 
and  most  nourishing  of  iliets.  she  was 
an  aged  and  haggard  woman  in, a  week. 
Nobody  .would  'have'  -recognised  her. 
She  shrivelled  ami  shrank  -like  one. 
cholera  -  stricken.  One  -thiy  her.  dog, 
stole  inti)  the  roony  She  put  out  her 
hand -anil  clutched  it  voraciously.  I, 
took  it  an  flour  later  from  her.  It  was 
dead  and  stiff.  ", 

How  !  Ill \  self, 'and  a,  lfinse  r  had 
called  in  to  help  me,  kypt.’life  in  us  1 
cannot  say.  1  had  keen  an  absttiinci.  V 
Now  1  drank  wine  like  water.  All  round 
her  bed  was  an  atnHiS|jljcrc  as  of  a  vault,  ( 
though  mitside  H  vyas  sunny. dune.. 

She  raged  Jikc*<  me'  possessed.  ."  A  on 
are  murdering-,  munjering  me,"  slie  cried  ♦. 
unceasingly. 

pit.  Byisie  thought  her- mind  wander¬ 
ing.  1  knew  itcentred  vv'iflra  monstrous,  • 
selfi-sh  sanity,  lie  sent  for  one  ol  the  ’ 
first  London  consultants.  After  ‘  it 
•lengthy  investigation,  the  great  'mail 
.  prdiiounced  her  suffering  from  some  . 
obscure  nervous -disease.  "  Nothihg  to 
lxi  done." ' He  said.  "  1  give  her  tlpee 
days:  most -^pterestiilg  case.  Hope  you 
will  succeed  in' getting  a/Vr t-tuorfimV  ■ 

Once  she  fixed  fine  w*ith  her  baleful' 
eyes,  how-  l> : 1 1  e f u  1  w.as  secii  .IIOIV  that 
their  fine  lustre  .tnd  the  blooiji  that*  had 
been  beneath  then:  were  gone.  , 

;  -  I  have  had  ten  v  ears  more  ‘of  hie 

and  pleasure  than  un  due,"  she -chuckled 
in  her  shrivejled  throat  ihe  tliroatfnovv 
of  an  oftT,  old  ivom.-ui.  '•*  .  ,  ..•  ' 

Then  she  broke  ipto  dry-eyed  cry  ing. 

-  -  |  though!  I -'coulil  have  lived  another 
■ton.”  She  hedged  once  fora  mirror.  I 
thank  Tleav ipi  that  with  all  my  heat  ol 
imligiiatTomagains't  htir;  1  'was  not  guilty 
of  that  cruelty.  •  .  .  .  • 

.  Dr.  Andrew  caljed  daily  for  my  hulle., 
tin.,  Everythiiigjthat  science  afforded  in 
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the  vv4lv  sA  concentrated  and^dige-stible 
fond-  and  slinpilant.  lie  religiously  got 

down  (ruin  London. ;  f  •  ' 

-We  must  give  her  every  thamx.  Jx 
”  every  jWtinahle'fhatlco.  that  jw." 

••  .After:-,  feu-  flavsM.  u;as  ttguin  Single' 

.  halide*  1.’  My  nursercoUviUf.fldsucAuJibec!; 

I  .felt  inv  powers  failiii^J-  ■  I  coflld  scan  elv 
■  (frag  about.  Iprayed .rjeayenfor strength; 
ta  last,.so  lung  as  she  should.-  l.'-teii  ill. 
the,  mrtmejit'bf  d£*olutK#i,  such  was  hot 
frenzied 'g reed ‘  - >t  life,  l  bcUpvcd  should 
‘  soine  non-resistant  jwrsotVtalitfcWy  pinCc, 

.■  iyi yil< f  struggle  bacV.to  health.  - ; 

'  .  Once  w  I  veil  I.  arranged  her  pillows.  she 
■-  i/ed  ill}-  hand,  and  jitfofc,  I  could  wip.h-- 
"draw  it  she;  had  carried.  it  to’  her.  feolll' 
and -bitten  inti)  it,..  1  feltf her -suck- the 
blood,  vor.feioustvr  She  tfieij  iHit.fmd 
struck  a't-me  as  I  wrenched.  if  a  WAV.  • 

She  died  .in  dlic  thiols  .week*  of  her 
isolations  I  saw  l|ie  dgaUlr  khangelcome 
into-  her  shri  wiled  face.  H  hen  •  hi  the 
in  .meqUbat  life  'IC-ft  .lier^h Milage  'one, 
£U prcincsL  c flort. ;  .  '  '  T' 

It  ot  \  uk’<1  ,i«.  th*  »iu.h  n)j?.h  ran  stop|>c<l. 

*  Mv  head  .sank.. tin  -(fry  ihe<t.  my  lfetmlo 
dro[>|x.-d  at  my  's'id'y.  v'l'hen  lt-Avayed 


And  fell  headlong  across  her  bcih  1  ttcy  ^ 
found  ;i8e  later  lying  on. ’her  corpse.  1  _ 

am.  convinced  that  htid  she  been  -a 
moment  carrier,  Ijadcshc  nerved  h:  r 
powers  the, instant*  before,  rather  than  on  *  • 

•  the  •  instant  life  was  leaving  her.-  she  , 
.would  JxCalive.  t'o  ..this'  day.-  and  1<^- 
W  cti.  as  it  was  1  did  not  icavt'my.bed 
fi,»  a  month."  ' 

;.  »jjf(  were  'to  write  that  storyl-n  tie-  * 
J.a'tic.-t ,"  -Ur.  Andrew1  s3id.  “  1  should  he 
the  'laughing-stock-  of-  they  profession. 

Set  ft  is  the  vcnt.key-notfcof human  . 
health  'and  •hum.a'H  disease,  this  intei  - 
chaiige'of  vital  force  that  goes  on-  con-  _ 
iiintally.  between  individuals.  Such 
■  rapat-ity  ami  greed  ."is  the.  1  feverish  s  is 
fi  ,rt  unstcl  v  ‘r.y’e.-  hut  there  are  .a  smre.oi 
siR-lr  valnpires  in  this  very  town,  vampires  ' 

•in  Vsser  degree.  When  A.  talks  with 
«ine  ten  minutes  I  -fecl^ten  tears  oldei. 

.  It  takes  ine  au.,hour  to  brintf  sny,nerye- 
iiower  U[i  to  par  again,  l’eople  call- him 
hoiv.  -  In'  reality,  lie  is  a  rapacious 
•egotist1'  hungrily,  absorbing*  tire,  force  *of 
anvofte  with ,  whom-  he  comes  into^ 
relation,  —  in  other  wolds  a  lumi.-uy  •  , 
vampire.''  -.  ■  -. 


of  the  Cloth,-  of  Gold. 

..  . 


.'ll .1.1  STK.Vl  Ki>  l'lV-  A.’  \vl  1  IMIS LKV  l'KI'W  S'KKTCHKS  ItV  I.,  \V.  WllltSl  I.R, 

*-  dV- 


IV the  vaic  of^ArcJfcn.  'ty.ixt  Guines' 
.  and.  Artie,",  was  the  thgatre'  of 
'Henry  YlII.-'s  and  l-'randfc  1A* 
*'•  memorable  meeting,  known  to-all 

Miter  time  a.s  the  i'leld  jif  the  t  loth  <:f 
lipid.  C.uines  is  some,  six  miles  , from 
Calais,  .whence  you.  go.  by  tramway. 
TOilee  out  of  the  town , -you  find  flic,  drive 
well  enough  in  tbc  goldei)  afternoon,  anil 
quite  chartning  in  the  late  evening.  A 
canid  is  on  the  left,  and  villas,  and  finajly 
'  fields,  on  the  right;  -There  ’  are  long 
rows  of  poplars  by  the  way.  _  I  he- wide 
.stretches  .of  dark,  cook  still  wafer,  have- 
•  a  curiously  .l'esUful  effect  tbat  sinks 
into  the  spirit  ras  dew  on  thc»moun 
grass.  There  is  little  traffic:  rarely  you 
pa-s 'a  barge,  which  a.  figure  bent  double 
on  the  dusty  road-is  dragging  along,  at  a 
•snail's  "pace:  Near  Guines  the,  canal 
ends.  Here  an  extra  home  joinjng  your 
.- team,  you  clatter  at*a  considerable  'pace 


-up  a  narrow,  winding,  rouglppayed  street  . 
'into -tire  market  #acei  to  the  admiration 
of-  all  beholders.  '  A  veritable  -Sleepy  ' 
Hollow  is  this,  sam*  little  tijun...  It  is. 
quaint  enough, „too,  witji  its  'harrow 
ways  and  passages.  1-rom  certain,[Kliuts 
you  get  glimpses  of  atx  old  tower  hidden 
aw/iy  in  a  tiiaze.  of  stone.  You  go 
tltroygh  a  long  neglected-  passage,-  you 
.  climb  Steps  ill  a  curious  uiotiud,  atuf 
there  it  is.  ‘  Hut  what  ?  Clock’ tower, 
or.watch  tower,  or  hit  of  old. castle?  I- 
canliot  tell.  .At  All  events,  it  is  your 
coign  of  Vantage,  the  -one  spot  wherefrom 
to  "survey  .’all  (iyines  !  You  may  note 
.  through  tipjK-r  .wiiufow’s  details  of 
,  iloinestif  .economy..-  , Yptl  can, sec  in 
-odd- corners  crumbling  old  houses, and, 
•  again,  less  battered,  buildings  set*  in 
delightful  gardens  .<how  charming  aif 
old  towrngsrdciT  Always  is!  ).  Which higu 
, walls  jealousy- guard  from  the  street 


